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Calverley 
 

We’re very proud of our village, it originated in the early seventh century and 

is mentioned in the Domesday Book. The Grade 1 listed St Wilfrid’s Church 

dates back to about 1150, with additions and extensions over the centuries. It 

continues to be a focal point of village life. 

Calverley Old Hall (Grade 1 listed) owned by the Landmark Trust, dates back to 

the 14th century, part of it is rented out, while the trust awaits the decision on 

a £2million Lottery bid to improve the hall and its extensive gardens.  

 

 

The village originated as an agricultural settlement, but with the growth of 

industry, became a small centre for cloth manufacturing. Due to its rural 

setting, it become a popular place for prominent 19th century Bradford 

industrialists to live. 

Now we have just short of 5,000 people living in the village, which is a thriving 

community. We have two schools, nurseries, three pubs, three cafes, a small 

number of shops, residential homes for the elderly, the Mechanics’ Institute 

and the Methodist Church. 
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Although we’re only six miles from Leeds city centre and a little closer to 

Bradford, the village is surrounded by countryside and woods, including 

ancient woodland owned by the Woodland Trust. The woodland is home to a 

variety of wildlife including deer, badgers, foxes and birds including jays, 

woodpeckers, finches, kingfishers who nest in the riverbank. Wild garlic and 

bluebells carpet the woodland floor in late spring. These green areas are 

enjoyed by families every season of the year and used as outdoor education by 

the local schools and activity groups. Victoria Park in the centre of the village 

with its cricket and football pitches, playground, bowling green and tennis 

courts is also a well-used amenity in the village. 

 

 

At the beginning of May each year, the Calverley Millennium Way Walk takes 

place. This seven-mile walk celebrates the custom of ‘beating the bounds’, 

which originated in the Middle Ages. The Rotary Club of Calverley helped to re-

lay paths and re-build walls, as well as place signposts. The project received 

Rotary International’s National Environmental Award in 2002. 
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Calverley in Bloom 
 

We have an enthusiastic committee which meets every other month, plus 

many volunteers who help with planting and supporting our work. We are 

always keen to attract new members, especially younger people and we work 

closely with the schools. Last summer, Children from Calverley C of E School 

helped plant new troughs near the allotments. 

The busy A657 comes through the village, we plant a number of troughs, 

containers and displays along the road as well as around the village. We 

encourage businesses, organisations and individuals to take a pride in their 

village by keeping it tidy and making the most of their gardens and common 

spaces, to the benefit of us all.  

 

 

 

We have a partnership with Calverley Horticultural Society (CHS), which 

administers the allotments and organises the annual plant sale and show. CHS 

supports us with planting and donating funds from the annual show. 

We’re delighted to have the support of Palmers Plants, Calverley Rotary Club, 

local businesses. Leeds City Council helps with resourcing our planting and with 

larger-scale clearing, road sweeping and litter picking. 
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We keep local people informed of our activities via Facebook and Twitter and 

encourage them to take part in our spring and summer plantings as well as 

other activities. 

 

 

 

We are very proud to have achieved Gold and Silver Gilt awards. There have 

also been individual winners, including two Gold and a Beat in District, and 

awards to Calverley Victoria Park, Brookleigh Sheltered Homes, St Wilfrid’s 

Church, the New Inn and Calverley Methodist Chapel. 
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Calverley in Bloom in action 
 

We continue the work we started years, sometimes many years ago, and have 

also started new projects. Here’s a few examples: 

Town Wells 

Once a source of water for the village, this steep and shaded piece of 

land had become overgrown and subject to flooding. Over the past few 

years, the drainage has been improved, vegetation cleared and new 

paths laid. 

Carr Road 

It has been a long-term project to clear and restore the pavement. 

Brookfield 

Since 2014, this former unremarkable field has been landscaped with 52 

lime trees, surrounded cornflowers and poppies, to commemorate the 

local lads who died during the Great War. The area is also the site of new 

allotments and recently re-designed children’s play area. 

Victoria Park 

The edible bed was again planted in 2018, with the help of Calverley 

Horticultural Society. 
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The future 
 

We’re using social media more to inform and involve the local community in 

our work and attract interest and hopefully sponsorship for new projects. 

We aim to attract a wider range of members to bring fresh and innovative 

ideas. 
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Judging route 
 

1. Calverley Arms, starting point  

 

2. Travel along Calverley Lane, new mini display garden  

 

3. Woodhall Road, including Calverley Old Hall 

 

4. Rushton Street and Capel Court (residential) 

 

5. Shell Lane, Foxholes Lane and Foxholes Crescent (residential) 

 

6. Woodhall Road and Thornhill Street, including local shops, the 

Mechanics’ Institute and Calverley Library 
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7. Victoria Street and Parkwood Road, including the Little Coffee Shop, 

Parkside School and Nursery and the Conservative Club. 

 

8. Parkwood Road, Upper Carr Lane, Carr Hill Estate and Crowther Avenue. 

Residential gardens, doctor’s surgery and St Luke’s Nursing Home. 

Former reservoir converted into flats. Tree-lined roads. 

 

9. Ravenscliffe Road, Clara Drive, Carr Road. Former mill and lodge 

entrance to medieval woods. Champion House, old trough planter at 

entrance to Calverley Cutting and Woods. New Inn pub, Post Office 

flower tubs. 
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10. Victoria Park 

 

11. Methodist Church and Community Hall 

 

 
 

 

12. Carr Road. Verge plantings, barrier troughs, Old Vicarage Nursery 

 

13. St Wilfrid’s Church. Churchyard ‘managed’ by sheep and goats, Angel 

carved from a damaged tree. Wildflower Walk and bug hotel. 
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14. Towngate and Town Wells. Spring flower displays and planters. Re-

landscaped historic Town Well  

 

15. Brookleigh Sheltered Housing and grounds, finish point and lunch. 

 

 

 


